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Monthly Meeting 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 9 
Olive Drive Church, 

 5500 Olive drive 

at 6:30 PM 
 

(Building 6, Room 604) 

DDoonnõõtt  FFoorrggeett  

TToo  RReenneeww  

YYoouurr  

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp!! 

This Month's Program 

Haworthias, Their Diversity 

and Culture  
by Charles Spotts 

mailto:thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com
mailto:thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com
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The  is the official publication of the Bakersfield 
Cactus & Succulent Society of Bakersfield, California 

 Membership in the Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society costs 

$10 per year for an individual and only $15 a year for a family. 
 

Visit Us On the Web! 
www.BakersfieldCactus.org 
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Haworthias, Their Diversity and Culture  
 

 It will be a show and tell presentation, no pictures or slides, 

with lots of question and answer time.   I will bring a 

representative sample of Haworthias, probably about 20 to 

30 plants  which I will use to illustrate the diversity of the 

Genus with resp ect to form, size, color and  leaf structure.   I 

will discuss geographic 

distribution, climatic 

distribution,  and cultivation.   

It will not be a taxonomic 

presentation, but I  will 

comment on the 

situation regarding 

classification within 

the genus during th e 

presentation.   

Questions and 

comments will 

be welcomed.  

  

I will be 

bringing some 

plants for sale  --  a 

variety, mostly 

haworthias and a 

few other winter 

growers and  a few 

opuntiads.  

  

I will see you on the 9th  

Charles Spotts  
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CONTACT INFORMATION  

President: Ed Colley 
CactusWoodsEd00@aol.com 

Membership: Maynard Moe 
lithops44@bak.rr.com 

Newsletter/Website: Stephen Cooley 
thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com 

 

FEBRUARYõS PROGRAM  
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 I chose this monthôs plant 

because I have one and it is 

blooming now.  I got mine in the 

BCSS plant auction two years 

ago.  I donôt know who put it in 

the auction but I am grateful.  

When I first saw it I thought it 

might be a species of 

Pachypodium because it was all spiky and had slender narrow leaves but 

the veins in the leaves did not look right so I was in the dark until it 

bloomed a few months later.  Then I knew it was a Euphorbia but did not 

figure out the species until I saw one in 

Paul Bowles collection. 

 E. kondoi is native to Madagascar 

where it is considered extremely 

endangered.  In nature it is a shrub growing 

to about 3 ft. (l m.) in height.  It prefers dry 

gravely soil and is very drought tolerant.  

The stems are about 0.5 in. (10-12 mm.) 

thick and covered with many spines up to 

0.5 in. long.  Leaves are scattered along the 

entire length of the stem and are slender up 

to 2 in. (5 cm.) long and 1/8 in. (4 mm.) 

wide.  Leaves are deciduous in dry 

conditions. 

 Flowers, actually a cyathium, are 

small (0.25 in, 6 mm.) in diameter and I 

believe dioecious (separate sexes).  Mine appears to be a female.  The 

bracts are slightly pointed and bronze orange in color.  Some are yellow 

according to the literature.  It can probably be propagated from seed or 

cuttings.  If someone in the club has a male perhaps we can arrange a 

date with my little girl.  A little wine, some candle light and ???? 

         Jack G. Reynolds 

  Once again, we had a large turnout at our last 

meeting.  President Ed started us out by mentioning 

the upcoming Free Tour at the Huntington Gardens 

(see page 8).  Jack Reynolds added that there would 

be a great bonsai show just down the way at the 

L.A. Arboretum the same day.  Nancy Harper then 

proposed that the club start working on a calendar, 

filled with memberôs photos, that we could use as a 

fund raiser (see page 12).  Ed noted that he would be 

buying some gravel good for top dressing and it was 

decided that the club could buy some for the members 

to use.  Sidney said that the collection of Gordon 

Sanford (one of the clubôs founding member s) would 

be available for 

the club to dig.  A 

Saturday would have to be 

arranged.  Andy asked for 

donations of nursery pots for his 

work at the Panorama Vista 

Reserve, Lynn added that the 

Audubon Society has óadoptedô 

the preserve and would welcome 

our help (see page 7). 

 Jack & Sidney Kelley them 

gave us a tour of the old Ridge 

Route, now replaced by Interstate 

5 (and old route 99), the most 

important, and at one time, the 

most dangerous stretch of road in California.  We saw plenty of old, and 

recent photos.  This trip into our history was eye-opening and 

entertaining, thanks Jack and Sidney! 
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Raffle Plants 



Jack Kelly brought some seeds from Adenium obesum.  He says 

they are easy to germinate.  I must congratulate him as I have 

found it difficult to get these plants to set seed. 
 

Stephen Cooley brought Melocactus zehntneri which was grown 

from seed.  It is now 11 years old and was the plant of the month. 

He also brought Ceropegia fusca, a plant from the Canary Islands.  

It is a milkweed and differs from the vines of most Ceropegias in 

being upright. 
 

Finally, he brought an unknown Namibian plant grown from seed 

collected by Maynard.  We guess it is a daisy, either Othonna or 

Senecio. 
 

I brought the recent Euphorbia World which has an article on 

Rocks & E. schinzii.  It is now in the library for anyone who 

wishes to read it. 
 

I also brought Euphorbia(Monadenium) guentheri, a rare species 

from Kenya where it is known from one locality. It was in full 

bloom, although the flowers are small.  And lastly, I brought a 

Gasteraloe (a hybrid of Gasteria & Aloe aristata).  It is a winter 

bloomer and now blooms in our winter, although it comes from 

South Africa where the seasons are reversed. 
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BCSS members volunteered Jan. 30-31, potting willow  
& cottonwood cut tings, for eventual planting at  

Panorama Vista Preserve. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Contact Andy at any of our meetings for information or to 
volunteer. Kern Audubon works at the preserve off east Manor 
street, the first Saturday of each month. We would be welcome to 
join them.  

       Lynn 
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Lynn McDonald ,Carol Gates, Kern River 

Corridor Endowment president, Carolyn 

Belli, Andy & Sasha Honig 

(Not pictured -- William J. McDonald, Jr.) 

 


