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Opuntia basilaris var. treleasei 
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Monthly Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 11 
Olive Drive Church, 

 5500 Olive drive 

at 6:30 PM 
 

(Building 6, Room 604) 

  

IIttõõss  NNoott  TToooo  EEaarrllyy  

TToo  BBee  TThhiinnkkiinngg  

AAbboouutt  TThhee  

SShhooww  &&  SSaallee!! 

 

This Month's Program 

Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil 
by Woody Minnich  

mailto:thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com
mailto:thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com


Volume 13 Number 5 

May 2010 
 

The  is the official publication of the Bakersfield 
Cactus & Succulent Society of Bakersfield, California 

 Membership in the Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society costs 

$10 per year for an individual and only $15 a year for a family. 

Visit Us On the Web! 
www.BakersfieldCactus.org 
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Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil OctïNov 2009 
 

 The Rio Grande Do Sul is the most southern state in the country of 

Brazil. It is bordered by the Atlantic to the east and the countries of 

Uruguay and Argentina (Paraguay) to its north and west. 

  This seldom seen region of Brazil is rich in Cacti, Bromeliads, 

succulents and other unusual plants and animals.  Because of its very 

moderate climate, rolling hills and deep barrancas, the RGDS is also full 

of fascinating birds and some of the most iconic of the cactaceae.  Many 

a fascinating explorer, such as Uebelmann, Horst and Ritter, roamed this 

secret place, where many of our most well known cacti are to be found. 

This region is the center of the distribution of the Parodias (Notocactus, 

Brasilicactus, Brasiliparodia, Malacocarpus and Eriocactus) and Fraileas 

as well as some of the Gymnocalyciums and Echinopsis.   

An interesting parallel to South Africa, this primarily winter 

rainfall region has a wealth of fascinating plants from bulbs to cacti. We 

will walk in the footsteps of some of the most dedicated field explorers 

and see much of what they experienced over the past 100 years from this 

wonderful region, the Rio Grande Do Sul. 

             Woody (Wendell S. Minnich) 
 

 Woody, as he is commonly called, has been in the cactus hobby for 

some 40 years and has become well known for his participation in many 

of the cactus and succulent clubs. He is an honorary life member of 

seven clubs as well as a life member of CSSA. He has 

served in almost all positions of leadership from 

president, to newsletter editor, to show chairman and so 

on. He is also known for his extensive field work 

studying primarily the cactus family. He has traveled 

throughout the United States, Mexico, Chile, Argentina, 

Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, Africa, Yemen and Socotra. 

From these trips he has developed an extensive 

knowledge of the cactus family as well as many 

of the other succulent genera.   

 Woody is also known for his many 

presentations. His photography is considered 

to be special and his commentary very 

entertaining and educational. He is a 

recognized international speaker and has  
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CONTACT INFORMATION  

President: Ed Colley 
CactusWoodsEd00@aol.com 

Membership: Maynard Moe 
lithops44@bak.rr.com 

Newsletter/Website: Stephen Cooley 
thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com 

 

http://www.bakersfieldcactus.org/
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spoken for plant conventions - organizations all over the USA, as well as 

in England, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina and Mexico.  

He is also known for his cactus and succulent nursery, Cactus Data 

Plants. CDP was started in 1975 and is still in operation today. Cactus 

Data Plants specializes in show specimens and rare cacti and other 

succulents with particular emphasis in Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, 

Mammillaria, Gymnocalycium, Turbinicarpus, Melocactus, Copiapoa, 

Fouquieria, Pachypodium, Euphorbia, Cyphostemma, Adenium and 

Adenia.   

  Woody and his wonderful wife Kathy now live in the beautiful 

mountains south of Santa Fe New Mexico in a region called Cedar 

Grove.  He has a small 1,200 sq, ft. greenhouse where he grows his 

unique plants. He is always on the move and travels frequently to do 

presentations and shows throughout the western United States. Woody is 

the proud parent of three children, Leah, Denver and Sarah, all of whom 

are now grown and out in the big world. Woody is also the proud 

grandparent of three grandsons, Indiana, Ashton and Logan. He is a 

retired high school teacher of 32 years and he taught Graphic Arts, 

Architecture, Art and Health. 

      

 

Garden Fest 2010 
 

 As you know, the club sponsored a booth at the Bakersfield 

Collegeôs Garden Fest on April 24
th
. I was the main organizer this year. I 

decided to take up the tables and the sun shades on Friday afternoon. So 

they could be set up and ready for the plants on Saturday at 7 am!! 

 Gary and Linda were there to help me. Much to our delight, there 

were students there to help us unload the gear and set up! We gave them 

quite a test with our two old-style sun shades. 

 Early Saturday members began coming in to help and bring plants 

and cuttings. Throughout the day there were Donna, Stephen, Jan, Linda 

H., Jill, Jack R., Bill, Les, Dave & Betty, Gary, Pat, and Karen & Paul. 

Take down was much easier this year as we had great member help.  I 

may have missed some because I went home for a quick nap.  

 I think we had good contact with the public. On our trip to the 

nurseries in Ojai and Piru, the members picked out plants for resale. It 

was fun to see if the plants we purchased were of interest to the buyers. 

We did very well with the sales.  Our net for the day is $397.74.  

 Good job everyone! 
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 This little natural bonsai plant is 

a member of the family Aizoaceae 

(formerly Mesembryanthemaceae) a 

family of mostly South African 

species.  It is called the ñAfrican 

bonsaiò because of the large tapering 

caudex that is formed by the 

succulent roots of this interesting and 

beautiful plant.  They grow up to 

twelve inches high but are usually shorter.  In nature the roots are usually 

entirely below ground but in pot cultivation it is common practice to 

raise the plant up 

so as to best 

display the 

bulbous caudex.   

The top of the 

plant is crowned 

with a tuft of 

stems covered 

with small 

leaves each of 

which is tipped 

with very small 

white spines 

which give the 

foliage a 

somewhat 

silvery 

appearance.  The blooms are pink to reddish purple with yellow centers 

and a rather daisy like appearance about 2 cm. across.  They are 

produced irregularly during the year spring  summer and fall. 

 Trichodiadema bulbosum is very drought tolerant and wants a soil 

that drains very well.  It prefers partial sun and may want to be in shade 

in the afternoon.  They are cold tolerant to about 25 F so should do well 

in Bakersfield outdoors year round.  They may be grown from seed or 

cuttings.  
        Jack G. Reynolds 
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South America Nature Tours is organizing its classic trip to North-

western Argentina.  The trip takes place in November, matching 

the peak of the flowering season for many Argentinean cactus 

species. We will see around 100 species of cactus in their habitat 

(Gymnocalycium, Parodia, Echinopsis, Yavia, Rebutia among 

many others), and over 50 species of Bromeliads (Tillandsias, 

Dyckias, Deuterochonias, Achmeas, Bromelias, etc). 
 

Dates: November 6
th
- 21st  2010 (trip confirmed) 

Mode: All inclusive, starting and ending in Cordoba 

Duration: 17 days    Price: $ 2850, all inclusive except air fare. 

(Price may vary if number of people is less than 9). 
 

Best regards, Guillermo Rivera, South America Nature Tours 

Holmes Beach, Florida    

rivera@intecar.com.ar   www.southamericanaturetours.com/ 

 

 

As the speaker for last monthôs 

meeting, I didnôt take a lot of 

notes, but I can tell you there were 

lots of people present, we had a 

bunch of give-away plants, a great 

raffle, good snacks and even got 

some voting done for the calendar.  

Oh, and the presentation wasnôt so 

bad either. 
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The brag table had 

only cacti this time. 
 

Polly brought an unusual 

Rebutia minuscule which 

she purchased in Mojave.  

It has a belly button form so she calls it a naval cactus and it is 

planted in a boat-shaped pot. It has beautiful red flowers which are 

only open during the day so she brought a picture. 
 

Jack Reynolds brought his Galapagos Tree Cactus (Opuntia 

echros) which now has a new pad sprouting. 
 

Sidney Kelly brought a blooming plant of Eriosyce (formerly 

Neoporteria) senilis. 
 

I brought a four-headed Owl Cactus (Mammillaria parkinsonia) 

which I had purchased at Mojave and which is housed in an Owl 

shaped pot.  It was plant of the month in March. 

 

 

 

 

Qebėa^qbėcloėqefpėvb^oĄp 
YARD SALE 

has been set for 
May 15th 
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Central Coast C&SS ï May 29-30 (see page 13) 

Grow Nursery, Cambria, Ca --  this trip will be arranged for 

the summer, when it is hot here 

        Lynn McDonald 
 

Desert Rock and Cactus Trip 
 

 On March 20
th
, Jack and I led our little group out to the desert 

to go hunting for rocks. Beginning the trip were Dave & Betty 

Morrison, Gary & Linda Green, and Bruce & Polly Hargreaves. 

On our way, we picked up Carol Gates in Tehachapi.  

 The weather was great as we headed east on Highway 58 

towards Highway 14. We had plans to stop at the cactus nursery at 

intersection of Highway 14 and the Randsburg Cutoff/California 

City Blvd. We hoped he would be open. I didnôt have the name or 

phone number of the nursery. Always before we had only seen a 

large hand painted sign that said ñCACTUSò. Jack and I had 

always just stopped by there whenever we were passing by. I 

didnôt even know he had a name for the nursery. This time he had 

a name sign out in front of his home. Itôs not visible from the road.

 It indeed was open. Mr. ????? welcomed us with apologies for  
-8- 

not having the greenhouse cleaned up after the winter doldrums. It 

is a rather large greenhouse. My guess is about 50ô x 100.ô 

 I think that I can say that we all had a wonderful time talking 

with the owner. He was a delight! He told us that he is 88 years 

old. We all ñmanagedò to find at least two or more plants we 

couldnôt live without. The prices were quite reasonable.  

 After the nursery stop we headed north on Highway 14 about 

8 miles to the rock gathering site. We searched for pretty rocks for 

a while. Then it was lunch time. Then time to hunt for more rocks. 

I think we found some pretty and interesting ones. 

 I recommend stopping at the Mojave Cactus Gardens any time 

youôre in the area. For those interested in the information and a 

map to the cactus nursery, they have a website: 

www.mojavecactusgardens.com/home. They list the times 

they are open as Tuesday through Sunday 8 AM to 4 PM.  
 

Mojave Cactus Gardens 530 Janice Street 

Mojave, CA 93501             661-373-8431 
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Check http://picasaweb.google.com/TheCactusPatch  
for more field trip pictures!  

Photo by 
Brian Adams 

 

http://www.fresnocss.org

