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Ariocarpus at the
San Gabriel Winter Show

photo by Ed Colley

Opuntia basilaris var. treleasei
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This Month's Program

Annual Holiday
Potluck & Silent
Auction

Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, Dec 14 “Ie cnange in
Olive Drive Church,
5500 Olive drive TIME '0' 0“'
o 6:00 P Decemher

(Building 6, Room 604)

Meeting!
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The Cactus Patch is the official publication of the Bakersfield
Cactus & Succulent Society of Bakersfield, California

2 THE BAKERSFIELD .
CACTUS & SUCCULENT 5oc1m
MEETS THE SECOND TUESDAY
" OF EACH MONTU AT
THE puv& DRIVE CHURCH

5500 OLIVE DRIVE
pm: %murormm
A "SOCIAL ~HOUR" BEGINS AT 6:30 PM
TUE REAL Meeﬂna STARTS AT 7:00 PM.
CURRENTLY WE ARE IN ROOM 604,
[ BUILDING 6. EVERYONE {5 WELCOME!
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Membership in the Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society costs
$10 per year for an individual and only $15 a year for a family.

Visit Us On the Web!
www.BakersfieldCactus.org

4 CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Ed Colley
CactusWoodsEdOO@aol.com

Membership: Maynard Moe
lithops44@bak.rr.com

Newsletter/Website: Stephen Cooley
thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com

DECEMEBER®S PROGCRAM

Annual Holiday Potluck
& Silent Auction

The rules for the potluck are simple:
there are no rules. Bring any kind of
dish you want to share, and don't forget
something sweet to eat. You may
want to bring your own forks, knives
and good plates, the Club will furnish
plastic forks and knives and paper
plates as well as sodas and
cups. The whole family is
invited!

We will also have our Silent
Auction, where members
bid on special plants. If

you have a special item

that has something to do

with Cacti & Succulents and would like
to donate it to be auctioned off, please
' bring it and add it to the auction tables.

A number of really nice plants

were purchased for this event

when we were at Desert

¥ Images recently. Thisis a

great opportunity to acquire

_ some show-quality plants for
“ your collection!
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& 4 The Dudleyas are members
W of the Crassulaceae or
- Stonecrop family of succulent

>plants. These are so called “leaf
b succulents” which means of
i course that their leaves are
large and fleshy and the principle water storage organ of the plant.
In Dudleya hassei, the cylindrical leaves are about 3” (75 mm.)
long and 3-4 mm. thick, arranged in a cluster of 30-40 around the
stem which is about 5-7 mm. in diameter. Plants may branch and
form clumps up to 6-8” (15-20 cm.) high. The leaves are blue-
green in color and covered with a powdery white secretion which
makes them repel water.

The Crassulaceae are a widespread family of several hundred
species found in both the new and old world. South Africa claims
about 300 species alone. Dudleya hassei however is a new world
species with a very limited distribution being found only on Santa
Catalina Island off the California coast. Like most Dudleyas it
prefers to grow in crevices on cliffs in very rocky soils which drain
well. It produces white flowers on spikes in the spring. It is cold
tolerant to about 30 F, and wants to be watered very sparingly. It
is primarily a winter grower and tends to go dormant in the heat of
summer when it may wilt into a rather bedraggled looking thing.
They are said to be easy to grow from cuttings. It prefers partial
shade.

Jack G. Reynolds

Our meeting started off with President Ed calling for our annual
elections, and, once again, no one stepped forward to assume any of the
positions and the past officers graciously agreed to carry on _
for yet another year. We then discussed the December
meeting which will be our annual Holiday
Potluck and Silent Auction (see page
3). Sidney made us =
aware of field trips
to Desert
Images and Lea
Lehman's :
Garden. Another
Hypertuffa Pot
Workday was also
considered. Lynn proposed a field trip to the
desert to see the petroglyphs near China
Lake.

Anne Lee then gave us a glimpse into the
many events of her life that led to her interest in
plants. We followed her all over the world including
Alaska, Africa, India, and the Marshall Islands.
However, she did forget to tell us one story:

Addendum to my talk in November

When I talked on the premise that "I should have
been a Forest Ranger" I left out one main part of that
thought. I told how I had taken my boys when they
were little for many walks in the redwoods of Northern
California. Later on, in 1996 I took a trip to Oregon and
my truck broke down at Crater Lake. I had to be towed to Klamath to
have it repaired and while I waited for over three hours I talked to people
who came in to the Ranger station. Many people who were driving south
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asked questions about where to see the Redwoods once they got to
California so I used my experience and answered their questions. It was
fun pretending I was working there as a Ranger. The young Rangers
made me feel right at home and even bought me a hamburger. The day
after the October meeting an article was in the Bakersfield Californian
about Betty White. She too thought of being a Forest Ranger when she
was a girl and was told it wasn't a suitable occupation for a female. Well
if she had become a Forest Ranger we never would have had the "Golden
Girls." Anyway she was given an honorary Forest Ranger position and
was given a hat, a badge and a Smokey the Bear stuffed animal!

Brian Adams brought a purple prickly pear (Opuntia violacea)
which had spines on one side only.

Lynn McDonald brought two plants of a tiny cactus which she said
was from Peru. The best name I could find listed is Opuntia ignota. She
also brought a crested Opuntia clavarioides. Usually these just have
truncated stems. These odd branches have led some to place it in a
separate genus Puna.

Stephen Cooley brought a blooming Lithops. Although the flowers
had closed for the evening, you could see that they were an unusual
white color.

Jack Reynolds brought Fuphorbia vigueri to show the leaves
turning red.

Sydney brought a beautiful blood lily, Scadoxus multiflorus subsp.
katharinae. This bulb is from southern Africa.

I brought a Stapelia sp. The flower still hasn’t opened, so I don’t
know which one it is. With leaves pressed against the stem and a long
flower stalk placing the flower flat on the ground, I’m guessing it is
Stapelia gettliffei, a plant I met many times in Botswana.

Bruce
-6-

Lea’s Second
Yard Tour

| This being our second
4 club visit to Lea’s yard, |

1 members came for
 the tour on Nov. 13™.
+ Besides myself, there
i were Bruce & Polly,
i Gary & Linda, Dave &
i Betty, Linda H.,
Rosemary, Gerry,
Donna, and Les. I think I remembered everyone that was there. Lea’s
front yard is a mixture of succulents and “regular” plants; with the
majority being succulent and cacti. There is a path so you can walk
amongst the plants for an up-close view. Lea’s home has a breezeway
between her front and ' x £
back yards. This area is
well suited for plants
that may need a little
protection either from
the cold or summer sun.
Her cacti and
succulents continue on
around to the back yard.
She also has a small
greenhouse back there.

" Most members found something that they
IPwould like a start from. Lea has a large
lemon geranium plant from which several
"members received a start. Not only were
we hosted by Lea, but by a neighbor’s little
black kitty, Gumby, was there to greet us.

She said that anyone interested in
visiting on their own can call her. Give me a call or email and I’ll send
over her information. Another wonderful tour of Lea’s yards.

didney
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San Gabriel Valley C&SS

Our small, but enthusiastic, group headed out at 7 am, on November 6™, to
go to the LA Arboretum in Arcadia. This Show & Sale was put on by the San
Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society. They featured plants that are
beginning their growing period in the fall. Since there were only four of us, we
all rode with Ed. Jonah, Ed’s grandson (and
new club member!), Jill and I made up our
group. We were a little leery about the weather.
It was cold and windy in Bakersfield. The
forecast was for a chance of rain in the LA area
We stopped at the IHOP in Saugus for
breakfast. I can tell you that the Swedish
Crepes with lingonberries and lingonberry
butter are delicious! After breakfast we felt that
we could handle anything the day threw at us.

We all found some plants we couldn’t live %
without. Ed bought Ledebouria, Fockea,
Cyphostemma, Pelargonium , and a Tylecodon.
This was Jill’s first time at another clubs Show |’

s
e
& Sale. She had fun picking out a great looking Gerrardanthus. She also found
two little Dioscorea and an Adenia . 1 bought an Adenia that has a strip on its
caudex. And a Pachypodium brevicaule (1 hope to do a successful grafting to a

P. lamerei with this one in the spring). When |
picked out the Othonna cakileflia, the seller told
me that he has always killed his. I thought it was
nice of him to let me know. So now the pressure is
on me to see if [ can keep it living. But isn’t that
always the case! Woody Minnich was there to
explain different plants to us. Jonah bought a
Show & Sale tee shirt with a nice picture on the
front. As we had other plans for the day, Jill and I
did a quick view of the show plants there.

Gary Green had told me about the California
Cactus Nursery he had seen on the Internet that
was close to the Arboretum. I looked it up and had
the directions. It was within 10 minutes of the
Arboretum. We headed out with great
expectations. It wasn’t difficult to find. The
parking was a challenge as they have a very small
off-street parking area. And there was construction §
going on right in front of the nursery. It’s a very ; g -
compact nursery. They probably have more plants, etc., per square 1nch then any
I have ever seen. We were a little disheartened as the prices were very high.

They do have some great specimen plants.
As our third destination for the day, we headed toward the Cactus Mart at
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Piru. You never quite know what type of plants to expect there. It kind of makes
it fun as they seem to have a different selection every time we go there. It was a
good stop today. Ed, Jill and I bought a pot or two. I think we all found a few
plants. We even found some plants for the club to sell at the Garden Fest in the
spring.

We were ready to head home. We had pretty well exhausted our breakfast
fuel so we stopped in Castaic at the Foster Freeze for a little refreshment. I can
report that the hot fudge milkshake, with an extra shot of hot fudge, is delicious!
The weather turned out to be beautiful. We had a day full of fun and adventure.

A big thanks goes to Ed for doing the driving.

didney
Ojai, Plru, & Foster's Freeze (again)

/ == # On December 2™ a rather sizable group

= (11) headed out over the mountains to Ojai and
» Desert Images Nurse where we all found plants
' to buy (and we found out that Mark's car isn't
big enough). We then went to their growing
grounds where we saw many wonderful plants
¢ in the greenhouses. It's too bad that most of
them weren't for sale, but Richard Bogart said
" he was in the process of organizing everything
| and more plants would be for sale at another
time. We lunched at an Italian restaurant whose
menu was predominately non-italian (My Ojai
Burger, which had no hamburger in it, was very
good). We then drove over to Piru and Cactus Mart where I picked up a few
cheap plants for the Cal State Garden, but others found little if anything to buy.
We then made our required stop at Foster's in Castaic for treats before heading

Stephen

HuNTINGTON GARDEN TOUR

January 22: Desert Forum at the Huntington
Botanical Gardens.10:30 am to 4:30 pm. CSSA
members and affiliate clubs are invited to a free
day at the Desert Garden including a tour with
knowledgeable staff, plant sale, and forum led by
Director Jim Folsom. Wear your name badge!

This would make a great field trip, especially
for those that haven't been to the Huntington




Don’'t Forget To
Renew Your Membership!

It's time again to renew your membership. A Bakersfield Cactus &
Succulent Society membership costs $10 per year for an individual and
only $15 a year for a family. Don't delay, unpaid members will be
dropped from our lists after the March meeting!

If you can't make it to a meeting, or just forget, you can mail a check
made out to Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society and mail it to:
Maynard Moe, treasurer

email: lithops44@bak.rr.com

Also, please consider going paperiess and having
The Cactus Patch delivered via emal.
It saves valuable club funds, it saves trees, it reduces fuel
consumption and most important:y, the pictures are in color!

email thecactuspatch@bak.rr.com and let me know.

check out an issue at:

http://www.bakersfieldcactus.org/thecactuspatch/latest/previous.html

Freecycles on the Internet

I have had several members ask for the information about the sites
on the Internet that are called freecycles. There are two for the
Bakersfield area. With both of them you are required to “join” yahoo
groups. There is no fee to join. You’ll need to think of a password to use.
Other than that, it’s very easy to join. I belong to both sites. Basically
they are the same. You can offer something you would like to get rid of
or ask for something you’re looking for. The one I prefer is the bfree4all
group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bfree4all/ This is the first and
original Bakersfield recycling group. The main reason I like this site
better is that you are “at your word” not to resell the item you are given.

The BakersfieldCAFreecycle:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Bakersfield CAFreecycle/
actually allows people to ask for items that they want to resell. This site
also has a couple of other issues that [ don’t care too much for. The items
I tend to offer on this site are plant starts and the like. If you have any
questions, feel free (not intended to be a pun!) to give me a call or email.
-10-

The Convention is in San Diego Next Year!
CSSA 2011 CONVENTION

B April 24 - April 29, 2011

Marriot: Hotel - Mission Valley

San Diegn, Calitornia

Hosted by the San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society
Lecture topics include: Designing with Succulents , Geometric
Geophytes , Succulent Container Gardens , An Expedition to Remote
and Arid Southern Angola , Succulents of Southern California and
Surrounding Ecosystems , The Discocacti and Melocacti of Brazil , Aloes
and Their Relatives , Succulents in Southern Africa , Curious Aloes,
Hybridizing Aloes: Past and Present with Future Possibilities

Field Trips include: Nurseries, Quail Gardens, Huntington Gardens,
Anza-Borrego, Native Succulents,

http://www.sdcss.net/2011convention.html

Last chance to purchase Calendars in time for
Christmas! Calendars will be available for purchase at

our December meeting. $10 ea. They make great gifts.
nancy@nancyharper.com
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If It Weren’t For Bad Luck,
I’d Have No Luck At All!

--song from Hee Haw
A Letter From Bruce

BB - Actually, the month was not all
‘\‘ gloom and despair. I’ll list the few things
~ 7 that went right first. The evening of 16"
October, Polly and I went out to Taft where they were celebrating
the usual Oildorado in an unusual way (since this was the 100"
anniversary of the town). They had luminaria on a giant scale b
lighting up hot air balloons
from the inside! We also
toured the new monument
to oil workers and were
entertained by men in skirts
(aka kilts). To fit in with
conservative Taft they had

bagpipes in red, white and
blue.

On the 30" we went
with Lora and Anne to see
the Condors play the Alaska
Aces. Polly and I had never
been to a hockey game. We
were not disappointed.
Almost immediately there
was a fight where the
Condor teammate tore the g . i O LE=

. R e = I
shirt off an Ace. The J-UTIES ria Baloon |
Condors were trounced. ——
There was a Halloween costume contest won by a figure from
Avatar. They also gave credit to a miniature Dorothy and Lion. I
thought Popeye and Olive should have gotten something.

On the 2™ of November I went with Anne to an Audubon
Society meeting. Harry & Kathy Love gave us “A glimpse at
Peru”, but very few of the pictures showed birds. On the 4™ we
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went to Fresno and heard Tim Jackson on mesembs. The talk was
good and the brag table had an excellent assortment of them.

On the 12" we took mother to a live production, “Maggie”
at the Fox Theater which celebrated 80 years. For a locally written
and produced show, it was surprisingly good. It was set in the late
1800s in Bakersfield and had a historic feel.

Anne’s talk on plants around the world at the BCSS
meeting on the 9"  pgm e == _
was well done. (I | B %
have to say that,
don’tI?) She was
very brave to follow
in my footsteps, but
she did that all
through school.
(Actually, I was
preceded by an older
brother, Robert, and
was even known as
“bugsy’s brother, but
a three year gap
makes it easier.)

And now for the bad news:

There seems to be a national outbreak of bedbugs and
Bakersfield has not escaped. We managed to pick up a few from
visiting a house which had been infested by importing a couch
from a thrift store. We fumigated and managed to eliminate them
before we saw more than first and second instar bugs (infants). It
would have been embarrassing to me as a parasitologist if they had
gone further.

In Lesotho I was warned that a Range Management hut in
which I planned to stay was infested. When I returned I was asked
about them and said, “No problem!” (I had gathered bundles of
Artemesia afra, a relative of sage brush, and put them between the
mattress and the sheet. It was smelly, but I had no bites.)

A lesser problem was the microwave which quit. We took
it back to Target since it was still under warranty and got a new

one. The new one also quit. We then got a third one which is still
-13-



working.

Then the washing machine stopped working. We got a new
one, but then had to call a plumber to replace the attachments. As
the plumber was leaving we noticed water streaming out of the
lawn sprinkler system. We had to turn that off and wait a few days
for the gardener.

We also blew a tire on the car and had to buy a new can
opener. Mother then asked, “What else can go wrong?” 1 said,
“Hush”, but, sure enough, that evening when we went to
Centennial High to hear Angela sing in the choir, Lora had to be
rescued from the gym down the road. They had a gas leak and
everyone had to evacuate. Lora’s car keys were left inside in her
purse!

Finally, on the 13" we went to Lea Lehman’s garden in the
morning (no problem!) and then joined the Audubon Society for a
bus trip to the Pixley Wildlife Preserve. Big problem! The bus
never arrived. Eventually we all piled into cars and got there in
time to see thousands of Sand Hill Cranes wheel in at sunset.
(Next day Robert said, “If you want to see cranes just go to the
dairies. That’s where they feed.”) Just ask a veterinarian.

At least [ wasn’t in charge this time. When I invited the
South African Indigenous Plant Use Forum to Botswana, the bus
which the Department of Agriculture had promised for the field
trip failed to show up. Similarly, we all had to pile into cars, not
the best mode of travel for a field trip.

Bruce ]. Hargreaves
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Rose Mary Maguire, can no longer be
our Librarian. If anyone would like
to take over this position, please

let Ed know.

URCOMING,
EVENIS)

L
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Bakersfield Cactus ANd Succulent Sociery Events

Dec 14 BCSS Meeting at 6:00PM Olive Dr. Church.
topic: Annual Holiday Potluck and Silent Auction
Jan 11 BCSS Meeting at 6:30PM Olive Dr. Church.
topic: Fly Fishing
speaker: Brian Adams

OT1her Cactus ANd Succulent EvVents

Jan 22 Desert Forum at the Huntington Botanical Gardens.10:30 am to
4:30 pm . CSSA members and affiliate clubs are invited to a free
day at the Desert Garden including a tour

Jan 30 9:30 am 10th Annual ALOE WALK at the Jurupa Mountain
Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Drive, Glen Avon, CA. 9:30-
11:00am The 6-acre succulent gardens at the Center were planted by
local succulent enthusiasts in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. Buck
Hemenway will lead the tour among the many specimens of
blooming aloes and discuss their wide ranging natural habitats. This
event is Free.

Feb 13 San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale, Room
101, Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Apr 25 - May 1 CSSA 34th Biennial Convention. San Diego, CA.
Mission Valley Marriott Hotel.
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